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2020-2021 Course Book  

 

Beadle Lake Elementary  
8175 C Dr N 

Battle Creek, MI 49014 

Phone number: 269-441-3250 

 

Sonoma Elementary  
4640 B Drive S 

Battle Creek, MI 49014 

Phone number: 269-441-7800 

 

Wattles Park Elementary 
132 S Wattles Rd 

Battle Creek, MI 49014 

Phone number: 269-441-5850 

Beadle Lake Elementary Administration:                                    

 

 Nneka Daniels, Principal                          Angela Hall, Secretary 
 E-mail: DanielsN@harpercreek.net  E-mail: HallA@harpercreek.net 
 

Sonoma Elementary Administration:  
 
 Shalen King-Short, Principal   Amy Lyn Weller, Secretary 
 E-mail: ShortS@harpercreek.net  E-mail: WellerA@harpercreek.net 

 
Wattles Park Elementary Administration:  

 
 Brent Swan, Principal    Jill McCombs, Secretary  
 E-mail: SwanB@harpercreek.net  E-mail: McCombsJ@harpercreek.net 
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Mission Statement 

 

Harper Creek Elementary Schools mission is to cultivate students who 
LEAD, developing people who make a difference in an ever changing 
world. 
 
Lead by example 
Encourage kindness 
Act respectfully 
Do the right thing 
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Kindergarten  

ELA—MAISA Units of Study 

Reading- These units are designed to build early 

reading skills as well as habits of mind and           

experiences for future success in reading.. Students 

will use pictures and story language in order to find 

meaning  while reading, use a variety of strategies 

to support the reading of pattern books,  use    

strategies to learn words  and the meaning of 

words, focus on characters  to deepen their        

understanding of a story.  

Writing-   These units  are designed  to support stu-

dents oral language skills and  developing their own 

ideas. These units will also support hearing and re-

cording sounds to help students build letters and 

sounds in order to make words and share their sto-

ries.  They will also learn to state an opinion  using 

the format of a letter.  Establishing and    learning 

the writing process  is key throughout each unit.  

*Speaking and listening units will be woven into the units 

Social Studies 

• Students will focus on developing and planning 
inquiries.  Sample guiding questions for         
students: Why do I have rules at home and 
school? Why can’t I have everything I want? 
What are some fair ways to make decisions in a 
group? 

• Apply disciplinary concepts and tools 

• Evaluate sources and use evidence 

• Communicate conclusions and taking informed   
action.  

 

Math– Bridges Units of Study 

Students focus intensively on the two critical areas 

specified by essential power standards for math:  

• Representing and comparing whole numbers 

• Describing shapes and space 

 

Science - Cereal City Science 

Units  

Students will learn about physical science, earth 

science as well as life science.  The three units they 

will focus on throughout the year are:  

• Motion: Pushes and Pulls– Students will find a 

way for a ball to move from a starting point to 

an end point without touching it with their  

bodies. The ball must travel to a  certain ending 

point and change direction at least once. 

• Plants and Animals Live Here– How do potato 

peels help pill bugs survive? 

• Weather and Climate- Can we observe the 

weather and find patterns to use to make       

predictions? 
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First Grade  

ELA-MAISA Units 

Reading– Throughout the year these units will help 

students build habits that will encourage them to 

stay focused on reading and talk with their peers 

about books . Students will learn how to use       

informational text to learn about their world and  

seek answers  while awakening questions.            

Students will also be able to create conversations 

about characters across a series. These units allow 

students to connect prior knowledge while        

comparing, connecting , problem solving and      

narrowing in on details of a story.   

Writing- Students will focus on the writing of    per-

sonal narratives by stretching a small Moment.  

They  emphasize and elaborate upon the qualities 

of good writing including detail, dialogue, setting, 

sequence, and answering reader’s questions ,   

readers must be able to read and follow their     

directions. Students will teach others how to do 

something based on their writing.  

*Speaking and listening units will be woven into the units 

Social Studies 

• Students will focus on developing and planning 
inquiries. Sample guiding questions for           
students: What historical sources can you use 
to learn about family and school life in the 
past?  

• Apply disciplinary concepts and tools 

• Evaluate sources and use evidence 

• Communicate conclusions and taking informed 
action.  

 

       

Math-Bridges Units of Study 

Students focus intensively on the four critical 

areas specified by essential power standards 

for math:  

• Addition and subtraction within 20 

• Whole number relationships and place  val-
ue 

• Linear measurement in non-standard units 

• Reasoning with shapes and their attributes 

 
Science – Cereal City Science Units 

Students will learn about physical science, 

earth science as well as life science.  The 

three units they will focus on throughout the 

year are:  

• Waves:  Light and Sound- Students will 

build a model of a treehouse that uses 

the sun and available lights to provide the 

right amount of lighting for activities that 

they want to do inside the treehouse. 

• Plant and Animal Traits– How do fiddler 

crabs characteristics help it to survive? 

• Space Systems: Patterns and Cycles– 

How does the daytime sky and nighttime 

sky change each day throughout the 

year? 
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Second Grade  

ELA –MAISA Units of Study 

Reading– Second graders are welcomed into the 

world of “big time readers” . Students will build 

habits through the year to read with stamina,     

fluency, meaning and attention to print.  They will 

focus on charters roles through patterns across 

books, characters differences and points of view 

and will be able to create theories while learning 

the authors purpose, lesson and morals.   

Writing- The overall goal of these units are for  stu-

dents to lift the level of writing to engage and in-

form an audience.  They’ll learn to write more fo-

cused and compelling pieces and utilize more  de-

tail to paint pictures in readers’ minds.  Students 

will strengthen their writing by planning, revising, 

editing and sharing their pieces.  

*Speaking and listening units will be woven into the units 

Social Studies 

• Students will focus on developing and planning 
inquiries.  Sample guided questions for          
students: How does scarcity affect people? 
How can people  make good economic choices? 
How do people use resources to produce 
goods/services? Why do people trade? 

• Apply disciplinary concepts and tools 

• Evaluate sources and use evidence 

• Communicate conclusions and taking informed 
action.  

 

Math– Bridges Units of Study 

Students focus intensively on the four critical areas 

specified by essential power standards for 
math:  

• Extending understanding of base-ten notation 

• Building fluency with addition and subtraction 

• Using standard units of linear measurement 
       Describing and analyzing shapes 

 

Science—Cereal City Science Units 

Students will learn about physical science, earth 

science as well as life science.  The three units they 

will focus on throughout the year are:  

• Structure and Properties of Matter– Students 

will design a structure  that must keep a figure 

placed inside dry .  

• Plant and Animal Relationships– Where do 

plants and animals live and how do they       

interact? 

• Changing Earth: Today and Over Time– How 

are different shapes in the land and bodies of 

water formed? 
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Third Grade  

ELA –MAISA Units of Study 

Reading– Third grade brings light to students 

knowledge of reading.  Students will be able to create  

personal reading goals both short and long time. This 

will encourage students to read at their own pace to 

better understand text. Readers will be taught that 

text is important to their understanding of what is   

being read. Students will be able to connect with   

characters based from their own experiences while  

they grow theories about characters and uncover who 

they are. Students will deepen their understanding 

around informational reading and poetry.  

Writing– Students will use the writing process learned 

in previous grades to write stories based on own     

experience, write persuasive essays, write informative 

text on a personal topic, write pieces on opinion after 

interpreting text, and finally write an informational 

research paper.  

*Speaking and listening units will be woven into the units 

Social Studies 

• Students will focus on developing and planning 
inquiries.  Sample guided questions for students: 
How is the geography of Michigan similar/different 
from the geography of other states?  How is the 
geography different in different places of         
Michigan? How does Michigan’s location in North 
America influence its resources? 

• Apply disciplinary concepts and tools 

• Evaluate sources and use evidence 

• Communicate conclusions and taking informed 
action.  

 

 

Math– Bridges Units of Study 

Students focus intensively on the four critical areas 

specified by essential power standards for math: 

• Developing understanding of multiplication and 
division and strategies for multiplication and 
division within 100 

• Developing understanding of fractions,          
especially unit fractions (fractions with numera-
tor 1) 

• Developing understanding of the structure of 
rectangular arrays and of area 

• Describing and analyzing two-dimensional 
shapes  

Science—Cereal City Science Units 

Students will learn about physical science, earth 

science as well as life science.  The three units they 

will focus on throughout the year are:  

• Forces and Interactions– student teams       

engineer a battery powered cart– how can you 

make it move? How can you make it pick up 

small objects up and  have it return to another 

room? 

• Life Cycles and Survival in an Ecosystem—Why 

are frogs so noisy at the pond? 

• Weather, Climate, and Natural Hazards—Why 

do weather conditions differ on the same day 

around the world? 
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Fourth Grade  

ELA—MAISA Units of Study 

Reading– Students will be using previous learned skills to 

summarize what they read with other students.  This will 

build comprehension, gain reading stamina and focus 

while keeping an open mind. Students will push each  

other to think about strong habits needed to be strong 

readers. Throughout these units readers will gain         

organizational strategies to explain content of different 

topics to others. Students will also use various  strategies  

previously learned  in order to interpret and analyze    

historical fiction and informational reading.  

Writing– These units allow students to show their growth 

from previously learned skills, while determining their 

future goals. Writers will elaborate fictional stories 

through dialogue, descriptive action, thoughts and       

feelings, write persuasive essays to convince others to 

agree. Students will also write more in depth personal 

expertise essays,  interpret texts and share their options 

through writing  and narrow in on poetry and writing 

from the heart.   

*Speaking and listening units will be woven into the units 

Social Studies 

• Students will focus on developing and planning      
inquiries.  Guiding questions for students: What are 
the characteristics of a market economy? How does a 
market economy work? How does specialization  and 
division of labor increase productivity? How is the 
U.S. economy impacted by global competition? 

• Apply disciplinary concepts and tools 

• Evaluate sources and use evidence 

• Communicate conclusions and taking informed      
action.  

 

Math– Bridges Unit of Study 

Students focus intensively on the three critical areas 

specified by essential power standards for math: 

• Developing understanding and fluency with   
multi-digit multiplication, and developing        
understanding of dividing to find quotients           
Involving multi-digit dividends 

• Developing an understanding of fraction     
equivalence, addition and subtraction of        
fractions with like denominators, and               
multiplication of fractions by whole numbers 

• Understanding that geometric figures can be 
analyzed and classified based on their            
properties, such as having parallel sides,         
perpendicular sides, particular angle measures, 
and symmetry. 

 

Science—Cereal City Science Units 

Students will learn about physical science, earth   

science as well as life science.  The three units they 

will focus on throughout the year are:  

• Energy and Waves– How does energy move 

from place to place? 

• Structure, Function, and Information Processing

– How does light affect how we see objects? 

How do animals survive in their habitats? 

• Processes that Shape the Earth– How does the 

surface of the Earth change?  
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Specials  

Physical Education  

Kindergarten– Students will work on their motor skills and 

movement patterns. EX: hopping, galloping , running,      

sliding , skipping, and leaping while maintain balance. They 

will also gain knowledge of concepts, principles strategies 

and tactics related to movement and performance. EX: 

moves in personal space to a rhythm.  

First grade– Students will demonstrate competency in a 

variety of motor skills and movement patterns. EX: hopping, 

galloping, running, sliding, skipping, learning: hops gallops 

jogs and slides using a mature pattern. Students are able to 

move in self-space and general space in response to         

designated beats/rhythms.  

Second grade– Students will apply knowledge of concepts, 

principles, strategies and tactics related to movement and 

performance. EX: Speed, direction, force: varies time and 

force with gradual increases and decreases.  Students accept 

responsibility for class protocols with behavior and           

performance actions.  

Third grade– Students will focus on Performing a sequence 

of locomotor skills, transitioning from one skill to another 

smoothly and without hesitation. Students will work with 

others cooperatively and praise others for success in    

movement performance.  

Fourth grade- Students will apply knowledge of concepts, 

principles, strategies and tactics related to movement and 

performance. EX: Students apply the movement concepts of 

speed, endurance, and pacing for running. Applies concepts 

of direction and force when striking an object toward a   

target. Students will work with others, praise one another  

no matter what skill level and accept all players. 

 

Art 

Kindergarten– Students will engage in exploration and      

imaginative play with materials. They will be able to identify 

safe and non-toxic art materials, tool and equipment and 

describe what an image represents. Students will create art 

that tells a story about a life experience.  

First grade– Students will engage in exploration and           

imaginative play with materials. They will demonstrate safe 

and  proper procedures for using materials, tools and     

equipment while making art. Students will select and describe 

work of art that illustrate daily life experiences of ones self 

and others.      Students will make connections that people 

from different places and times have made art for various 

reasons. 

Second grade– Students will brainstorm collaboratively    

multiple approaches to an art or design problem, they are 

able to demonstrate safety within their work space while 

using art tools and equipment. Student will use learned art 

vocabulary to express preferred artwork. Throughout the 

year students will create works of art about events in home, 

school, or their community.  

Third grade– Students will elaborate on an imaginative idea, 

demonstrate an understanding of the safe and proficient use 

of materials, tool and equipment for various art processes. 

They will develop a work of art based on observations  and 

recognize that responses to art change depend on knowledge 

of the time and place it was created. 

Fourth grade– Students will brainstorm multiple approaches 

to a creative art or design problem, they will explore and  

invent art-making techniques and approaches. Students will 

create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.  
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Specials  

Music 

Kindergarten- Students will explore musical concepts through    
playful and tuneful activities. They will experience musical     
opposites such as loud/soft, fast/slow, high/low… Students will 
add body   percussion and instrumental percussion to songs, 
chants, … They will move expressively in response to music.   
Students will explore the use of their voice through whispering, 
singing, calling, and speaking. 

First Grade-Students will explore simple songs, chants, speech 
pieces, and singing games. They will begin to read and compose 
simple rhythms using speech syllables and musical silences 
(rests). Students will identify categories of unpitched percussion 
such as scapers, shakers, metals, drums … and use them in a safe 
manner. They will use four levels of body percussion. They will 
demonstrate understanding of musical concepts such as high/
low... Students will use movement and music to express their 
feelings or an idea.  
 
Second Grade- Students will perform songs, play musical games 
and compose expressive movement in response to music.      
Students will experience and describe music from other cultures. 
Students will read simple rhythmic notation and expand upon 
their vocabulary of longer and shorter sounds. They will compose 
simple songs using limited pitches. They will identify four       
orchestral instrument groups. Students will apply knowledge of 
body percussion and unpitched percussion to improvise and   
create simple rhythm patterns or accompaniments to music and 
poetry. Students will demonstrate understanding of simple song 
form using movement.  
 
Third Grade- Students will perform songs, play musical games 
and compose expressive movement in response to music. They 
will experience and describe music from other cultures. Students 
will read and perform  simple rhythms using percussion          
instruments and body percussion. They will expand their        
vocabulary of more complex music notation. Third graders will 
echo, compose  and improvise 8-beat rhythm patterns using a 
given scale. Students will reflect on their performances and   
compositions. They will describe how their music expresses an 
emotion or an idea.  
 
Fourth Grade- Students will perform songs, play musical games 
and compose expressive movement in response to music.      
Students will experience and describe music from other cultures. 
Students will read simple rhythmic notation and expand their 
vocabulary to more complex rhythms. They will echo,             
compose  and improvise 16-beat rhythm patterns and compose 
simple songs using a given scale. Students will reflect on and edit 
their creative compositions. They will describe how their music 
expresses an emotion, idea or personal experience.                               

Spanish 

All Grade Levels: Each new vocabulary topic is                 
incorporated through  listening, reading, writing, speaking, 
and cultural activities allowing complete engagement of 
learning a new language. Vocabulary topics are spiraled 
and deepened with each grade level and are embedded 
within TPRS, Teaching Proficiency through Reading and 
Storytelling, an effective method for teaching Spanish in a 
classroom setting. Furthermore, Google classroom, video 
and audio recording, and Google slides/documents are 
rooted in everyday lessons.  

Kindergarten: Greetings and Introductions, Feelings and 
Emotions, Numbers, The Alphabet, Colors, Farm and Jungle 
Animals, Parts of the Body, and Shapes 

1st grade: Continuation of Numbers, Colors, The Alphabet, 
Parts of the Body and additions of Family Vocabulary, 
clothing, and a Science Unit on Monarchs. 

2nd grade: Embedment of K-1 vocabulary, and then       
additional topics of Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo, Weather 
and Seasons, Food, the Calendar, and a housing unit.  

3rd grade: Continuation of Lower Elem. topics and         
additions related to the interior of a house, fruits and    
vegetables, sports and leisure activities, places in the    
community, sentences related to likes and dislikes and  
Hispanic Cultural Holidays including  Dia de los Muertos,     
la Navidad, and Cinco de Mayo.  

4th grade: An accumulation of K-3 topics with the           
additional focus on grammatical structures. Students also 
take a cumulative exam related to all K-4 Spanish material.  
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Specials  

Integrated Arts 

Kindergarten– Fourth grade 

Students will be engaged in art, music, theater and dance to 

help them further develop an appreciation for the role the 

visual and performing arts play in society. Lessons 

will integrate the visual and performing arts priority       

standards with social emotional competencies                    

(self-awareness, social awareness, responsible                     

decision-making, self-management, and relationship skills) to 

create deeper learning and understanding of self and        

others. This course will promote arts as a vehicle for self   

discovery and serve as a catalyst for further development in 

the art fields of their choice.  Students will also be exposed to 

potential career opportunities to help them to continue to 

ponder. . . “What and who do I want to become as I grow 

up?”  

 

 

 

 STEM 

Kindergarten– Fourth grade- this course will implement an 

interdisciplinary approach while also cultivating 21st century 

skills, such as problem-solving, collaboration, initiative, entre-

preneurialism, adaptability, and communication.  Lessons will 

extend well beyond simple computations, by using science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics concepts to devel-

op problem solvers for real world situations. The primary re-

sources used for this course will be Battle Creek Area Math 

and Science Center Physical Science Kits.  

Physical Science Kits:   

• Kindergarten- Motion: Pushes and Pulls– Students will 

find a way for a ball to move from a starting point to an 

end point without touching it with their bodies. The ball 

must travel to a certain ending point and change          

direction at least once. 

• First grade–  Waves: Light and Sound- Students will build 

a model of a treehouse that uses the sun and  available 

lights to provide the right amount of lighting for activities 

that they want to do inside the treehouse. 

• Second grade- Structure and Properties of Matter–   

Students will design a structure that must keep a figure 

placed inside dry .  

• Third grade– Forces and Interactions– Student teams       

engineer a battery powered cart– how can you make it 

move? How can you make it pick up small objects up and  

have it return to another room? 

• Fourth grade– Energy and Waves– How does energy 

move from place to place? 


